Call for Submissions/ Contributor’s Guidelines

“Escape Velocity: Getting Out of Dodge” 
edited by Steve Basile
Overview/Abstract

This anthology will contain non-fiction stories (and some original poetry, on a space-available basis only) by gay (used all-inclusively, GLBTQO) authors concerning departure—specifically, leaving one city, town, village, school, place, job, or situation for another in order to grow, evolve, come out, come out more fully, or simply move on as a gay person.  The title refers to the speed a rocket or satellite needs to break free of the pull of the Earth’s atmosphere; in this context it is intended to encourage a focus on the specific stimuli required to force a move of this nature, whether that move is a physical or geographical one, or more of a spiritual or emotional relocation.

This is specifically NOT intended to be a collection of “coming out” stories; stories which focus exclusively on coming out will receive less favorable consideration.  The anthology is intended to focus on why people leave one place for another, where they start, where they go, where they end up.  The anthology is intended to reveal something about the effect of leaving on a gay person.  This process of leaving often provides “room” for a person to mature, grow, or even to come out, and in this context, such stories are solicited.

Only non-fiction work will be considered, though names may be changed to preserve confidentiality.  Pseudonyms may be used, but all authors must provide real names and addresses for contact and verification purposes.  Work to be provided for North American first publication rights only, rights to expire 12 months from publication date.

Compensation

Financial compensation is not likely.  Compensation will include two contributor’s copies, and acknowledgement and biographical capsule in the book, in addition to my undying gratitude and the warm feeling that comes from knowing your story may have helped someone else.

DEADLINE

Publication had been hoped for sometime in  2002.  This is not an exact date of course—but will be based on receipt of enough acceptable stories.  At present (Summer 2002) only a small number of submissions have been received, far short of the number required for editing and publication, so please submit!

SUBMIT TO:

Steve Basile    (Email: avatar@texas.net )

Attn: Escape Velocity
12148 Jollyville Rd, Apt. 1206
Austin, TX 78759 USA

Write or email (avatar@texas.net) for further information.  See this document on the web at http://www.geocities.com/avatartexasnet/ev.html or as a downloadable MS-Word document at http://www/geocities.com/avatartexasnet/guidelines.doc 

Guidelines for Submission
1. Unpublished work preferred.  Previously published work requires verification of rights and complete release for republication, North American first rights only.

2. Stories of 3000-5000 words are preferred.

3. Include a brief biography of yourself (no more than 300 words)

4. Electronic submissions are STRONGLY preferred, via email to the editor at: avatar@texas.net, with the following format for the SUBJECT line of the email:
     Subject: EV: Author Name/Title
     For example, if your name is “Emma Goldman,” and your submission is entitled    
     “Dancing Through The Revolution” the subject of your email should be:
     EV: Emma Goldman/Dancing Through The Revolution
Submissions which do not follow this format may not be acknowledged
5. Email may be in text format, or as an email attachment in Microsoft WORD readable format (.doc, .txt or .rtf file attachments)

6. Paper copy submissions may be sent, but no submissions will be returned.  Do NOT send your only copy of any work.  The editor is not responsible in any way for work mailed or emailed to his attention.

7. Printed submissions should be sent to the contact address below, and follow this format:

· All submissions must be typewritten/printed from a word processor, double-spaced (poetry may be single-spaced) and use a 12-point typeface readily available, such as Times-Roman, Helvetica, Arial or other standard font provided with word processors like Microsoft Word.

· A 3.5” diskette copy or “burned” CD-ROM copy may accompany the printed submission if desired.  Microsoft Word (.DOC) format is preferred, though text files (.TXT) or Macintosh or PC RichText Format (.RTF) are also acceptable.  The diskette or CD should be labeled with the author's name, address, and telephone number, along with the date of the submission.

· The author's name, address, and telephone number, along with the date of the submission must appear on the first page. 

· All subsequent pages must bear the author's name and the page number.

8. No printed submissions, CDs or diskettes will be returned.  Do not send your only copy of any work in this manner.

9. Simultaneous submissions are OK, but please advise immediately if work is accepted elsewhere.

10. Please submit no more than two stories.  Poets should submit no more than 4 poems, formatted as desired for publication. 

11. Send a self-addressed, stamped envelope SASE for any postal correspondence that requires my postal reply.  Writers outside the United States, please send a Self Addressed Envelope (SAE) with appropriate International Reply Coupons (IRC) available at your post office. Please note that non US/Foreign stamps cannot be used on mail sent from the U.S. 

