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Editorial 
 
On 20th November 1947 Her Royal Highness The 
Princess Elizabeth (now Her Majesty The Queen) 
married His Royal Highness The Prince Philip of 
Greece (now HRH The Duke of Edinburgh). Sixty 
years later we can commemorate the important 
milestone of the first royal diamond wedding 
anniversary.  
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Sixty years is a significant period of time in anyone’s 
life. It can even be a significant period in the life of a 
country. The year 1947 also marked the adoption, by 
New Zealand, of the 1932 Statute of Westminster, 
which had effectively declared the political 
independence of the realms. The effect in New 
Zealand in 1947 was to clarify the legislative 
independence of the country, its political 
independence having been already settled some 
decades earlier. 
 
This year also saw the commemoration of the one 
hundred years since the adoption of dominion status 
by New Zealand. Between 1907 and 1947 this 
country acquired its independence; shortly 
afterwards The Queen acceded to the throne. Her 
Majesty has been our sovereign for most of our 
history as an independent nation, and the Duke of 
Edinburgh has been beside her all that time. 
Congratulations Your Majesty and Your Royal 
Highness!  
 
To help Her Majesty and His Royal Highness 
celebrate, the Monarchist League is hosting a 
Reception on 24th November (see later in this edition 
of Monarchy New Zealand for details). We are also 
sponsoring an œcumenical choral evensong at Holy 
Trinity Cathedral, Parnell, Auckland, on 20th 
November. Members and supporters, and their 
families, are encouraged to attend these if possible, 
or otherwise celebrate in their own homes and 
communities. 
 

Professor Noel Cox 
 
 
 

News in Brief 

Royal wedding service 
 
On Tuesday 20th November an œcumenical choral 
evensong will be held at Holy Trinity Cathedral, 
Parnell, Auckland, to celebrate the diamond wedding 
anniversary of Her Majesty The Queen and His 
Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh. The service 
starts at 7.30 pm, and the Bishop of Auckland, the 
Right Reverend John Paterson, will preside. 
 
All members and supporters in the region are 
strongly urged to attend.  
 
 

 
 

Royal wedding reception 
 
The Monarchist League is holding a reception to 
celebrate the royal diamond wedding anniversary on 
Saturday 24th November. The venue is the Navy 
League Headquarters, 19 Tamaki Drive, Orakei, 
Auckland, and the time 5 pm. Admission $10. RSVP 
to the Chairman by Friday 9th November. 

 

New award of the VC 
 
On 2nd July the award of the Victoria Cross for New 
Zealand was announced to 35 year old Corporal Bill 
Apiata, of the New Zealand Special Air Service 
(SAS).  
 

The Victoria 
Cross (“VC”) is 
the supreme 
award for 
gallantry in the 
face of the enemy 
that can be 
awarded to 
members of 

Commonwealth 
armed forces. It is 

awarded 
regardless of rank 
or service, and 
can also be 
awarded to 
civilians under 

military 
command. The 
VC is the highest 
award in the New 

Zealand, 
Australian, Canadian and United Kingdom Royal 
Honours systems. To date 1,356 have been awarded 
(this includes three double VCs). Only 13 awards 
have been made since 1945 – the most recent prior to 
Corporal Apiata was to Private Johnson Beharry, of 
The Princess of Wales’ Royal Regiment, of the 
British Army, for two individual acts of heroism in 
Iraq on 1st May 2004. 
 
The Victoria Cross, now constituted under a New 
Zealand Royal Warrant, remains New Zealand’s 
highest award for acts of gallantry in war and war-
like operations. 
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The criteria for award are “most conspicuous 
gallantry”, or some daring or pre-eminent act of 
valour or self-sacrifice or extreme devotion to duty 
in the presence of the enemy or of belligerents. 
 
The following is the official citation: 
 
 

Corporal Bill Henry APIATA (M181550)  

1st New Zealand Special Air Service 
Group  

Citation  

Lance Corporal (now Corporal) Apiata was, in 
2004, part of a New Zealand Special Air Service 
(NZSAS) Troop on patrol in Afghanistan, which 
laid up in defensive formation for the night. At 
approximately 0315 hours, the Troop was 
attacked by a group of about twenty enemy 
fighters, who had approached by stealth using 
the cover of undulating ground in pitch darkness. 
Rocket-propelled grenades struck two of the 
Troop’s vehicles, destroying one and 
immobilising the other. The opening strike was 
followed by dense and persistent machine gun 
and automatic rifle fire from close range. The 
attack then continued using further rocket-
propelled grenades and machine gun and rifle 
fire. The initial attack was directed at the vehicle 
where Lance Corporal Apiata was stationed. He 
was blown off the bonnet by the impact of rocket 
propelled grenades striking the vehicle. He was 
dazed, but was not physically injured. The two 
other vehicle crew members had been wounded 
by shrapnel; one of them; Corporal A, was in a 
serious condition. Illuminated by the burning 
vehicle, and under sustained and accurate enemy 
fire directed at and around their position, the 
three soldiers immediately took what little cover 
was available. Corporal A was discovered to 
have sustained life-threatening wounds. The 
other two soldiers immediately began applying 
basic first aid. Lance Corporal Apiata assumed 
command of the situation, as he could see that 
his superior’s condition was deteriorating 
rapidly.  

By this time, however, Lance Corporal Apiata’s 
exposed position, some seventy metres in front 
of the rest of the Troop, was coming under 
increasingly intense enemy fire. Corporal A was 
now suffering serious arterial bleeding and was 
lapsing in and out of consciousness.  

Lance Corporal Apiata concluded that his 
comrade urgently required medical attention, or 
he would likely die. Pinned down by the enemy, 
in the direct line of fire between friend and foe, 
he also judged that there was almost no chance 
of such help reaching their position. As the 
enemy pressed its attack towards Lance Corporal 
Apiata’s position, and without thought of 
abandoning his colleague to save himself, he 
took a decision in the highest order of personal 
courage under fire. Knowing the risks involved 
in moving to open ground, Lance Corporal 
Apiata decided to carry Corporal A single-
handedly to the relative safety of the main Troop 
position, which afforded better cover and where 
medical treatment could be given. He ordered his 
other colleague, Trooper T to make his own way 
back to the rear. 

In total disregard of his own safety, Lance 
Corporal Apiata stood up and lifted his comrade 
bodily. He then carried him across the seventy 
metres of broken, rocky and fire swept ground, 
fully exposed in the glare of battle to heavy 
enemy fire and into the face of returning fire 
from the main Troop position. That neither he 
nor his colleague were hit is scarcely possible. 
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Having delivered his wounded companion to 
relative shelter with the remainder of the patrol, 
Lance Corporal Apiata re-armed himself and 
rejoined the fight in counter-attack. By his 
actions, he removed the tactical complications of 
Corporal A’s predicament from considerations of 
rescue.  

The Troop could now concentrate entirely on 
prevailing in the battle itself. After an 
engagement lasting approximately twenty 
minutes, the assault was broken up and the 
numerically superior attackers were routed with 
significant casualties, with the Troop in pursuit. 
Lance Corporal Apiata had thereby contributed 
materially to the operational success of the 
engagement. A subsequent medical assessment 
confirmed that Corporal A would probably have 
died of blood loss and shock, had it not been for 
Lance Corporal Apiata’s selflessly courageous 
act in carrying him back to the main Troop lines, 
to receive the immediate treatment that he 
needed.  

 
 
The VC precedes the New Zealand Gallantry Star 
and all other honours from the Crown.  
 
 

 

Edward Prince of Wales in New 
Zealand in 1920 
 
In July the Sunday Star-Times saw fit to publish an 
article on the correspondence of Edward Prince of 
Wales, later Edward VIII then the Duke of Windsor, 
from New Zealand during his visit to New Zealand 
24th April to 22nd May 1920. These letters had been 
acquired by the Alexander Turnbull Library. But the 
newspaper did not cover the story because of an 
interest in historical events; they did so seemingly 
solely so as to attack current members of the Royal 
Family. 
 
The Prince arrived on HMS Renown, accompanied 
by, amongst others, Lord Louis Mountbatten as ADC 
to the prince and flag lieutenant to Rear Admiral Sir 
Lionel Halsey, Chief of Staff to the Prince of Wales. 
 
Although Edward’s letters contained comments 
which were scarcely flattering to New Zealanders or 
the Government (primarily in relation to the 
arrangements for the visit), the paper chose to 

suggest that Edward didn’t like New Zealand and 
therefore the Royal Family doesn’t like New 
Zealand. Despite the fact that the views of one 
individual nearly 90 years ago cannot be assumed to 
be shared by his niece and her family, the critical 
comments from the Prince have been used to attack 
the Royal Family. It might also be added that the 
focus of the attack is particularly upon the current 
Prince of Wales.  

Edward Prince of Wales and Lord Louis 
Mountbatten 

 
The absurdity of this situation – aside from the fact 
that the views expressed by someone almost a 
hundred years ago cannot be assumed to be shared 
by anyone living today – is that Edward’s views on 
the public aspects of royal life is well known, as 
were his views of the major tours he embarked upon 
in 1919-21. There was nothing new to report. This 
may be discovered in the standard biographies, such 
as King Edward VIII by Philip Ziegler.  
 
Secondly, the Royal Family, then and now, are well 
known for their affection for New Zealand. To a 
large extent whether they like or dislike various 
aspects of New Zealand, or of any other country for 
that matter, is largely irrelevant. Edward’s primary 
objection throughout the tour both in New Zealand 
and elsewhere in the Empire, was the endless civic 
and state receptions, speeches and presentations. He 
was intolerant of this aspect of royal life, but it must 
be remembered that the visit to New Zealand came at 
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the tail end of a very long and arduous world tour. 
This was no holiday for the Prince (or for his 
entourage). But despite the critical comments made 
by Edward Prince of Wales in private, the tour was 
generally regarded as a great success, with the Prince 
well received everywhere he went.  
 
The important lesson to remember is that the private 
views of members of the Royal Family do not always 
coincide with what the public or governments might 
wish. They are entitled to their own views – and this 
does not mean that they do not perform their public 
roles impeccably. They should particularly be able to 
express views on the nature of the public receptions 
and events to which they are required to attend. 
 
It is well known that Edward VIII chose to place his 
personal desires ahead of his public duty as King. 
For this choice he earned the enmity of his own 
family. To use the Prince, who though capable and 
well liked was also selfish and self-centred, to attack 
the Royal Family in general is journalist dishonesty 
at its worst – especially since the paper was advised 
of the above points prior to publication.  
 
The context of the tour must be remembered. Just as 
the 1902 visit of his father, King George V, had been 
to thank the empire for its support during the Boer 
War, so the Prince of Wales was on an Empire tour 
to give thanks for support during the First World 
War.  
 
The Governments of both Australia and New 
Zealand had ignored requests for moderation, and the 
tour proved to be exceedingly arduous and complex. 
In spite of the taxing programme, the tour of New 
Zealand went extremely well, and the Prince was 
everywhere welcomed enthusiastically. The fact that 
his private comments were less complimentary than 
some might have expected is not to be wondered at. 
 
The visit began with a commemoration service in St 
Mary’s Cathedral, Auckland, for the loss of life 
during the war. Later the Prince visited Pukekohe, 
Hamilton, Rotorua, Wanganui, Marton, Feilding, 
Palmerston North, Napier, Wellington, Nelson, 
Havelock, West Coast, Christchurch, Ashburton, 
Temuka, Timaru, Waitaki, Oamaru, Dunedin, and 
Invercargill. Much use of made of a special royal 
train, though this was delayed for a few days in 
Auckland by a railway strike (not something for 
which we can be proud).  
 
As respected biographer Frances Donaldson has 
observed, the Prince “aroused emotions then which 
attached people to the Crown, survived the 

restlessness of the post-war years, the abdication 
crisis, and the transfer of loyalty to the new King and 
Queen, and brought the Dominions in to stand 
unquestioningly by Britain’s side on the declaration 
of the second world war.” 
 
Although history may have been less generous than 
Lady Donaldson in its assessment of Edward Prince 
of Wales, the importance of his visit to New Zealand, 
at a time when this country was establishing its own 
identity and independence, is not to be doubted. To 
concentrate upon his less than flattering private 
comments is dishonest; to use these to attack the 
Royal Family of today is offensive if not downright 
malevolent. 
 

Professor Noel Cox 
 
 
 

Engagement of Peter Phillips 
 
On 30th July Buckingham Palace announced the 
engagement of Peter Phillips, son of HRH The 
Princess Royal and Captain Mark Phillips, to Miss 
Autumn Kelly. Miss Kelly is the 31 year old 
daughter of Canadians Brian and Kitty Kelly, and is 
a management consultant. Peter Phillips works for 
the Royal Bank of Scotland. This will be the first 
marriage of one of the Queen’s grandchildren.  

 
As Miss Kelly was 
raised as a Roman 
Catholic, Peter Phillips 
will be barred from the 
succession – a purely 

academic 
disqualification, since 
there are many others 
closer to the throne. 
However, this may 
serve to reignite the 
perennial debate on the 
Act of Settlement 1700. 
By this Act, Parliament 

imposed religious disabilities on Roman Catholics 
and those who marry Roman Catholics, to ensure 
that the only non-Catholics could be Sovereign. 
 

Professor Noel Cox 
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League News 
 
Below is a photograph of the Council. Front, seated, 
left to right are Mrs Robyn Bridgman, Miss Ruth 
Dillon, and Dr Robert Mann. Standing, rear, are 
Professor Noel Cox, Roger Barnes, John Cox, Brett 
Cunningham and Stephen Brewster (Auditor). 
Missing is Captain Christopher Barradale, who was 
unable to be present. 

 

 

Overseas News 
 

Royal wedding anniversary 
 
The main events to mark the 60th anniversary of the 
wedding of The Queen and The Duke of Edinburgh 
are occurring in the United Kingdom this month. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The royal party on the balcony of Buckingham 
Palace 1947 

 
The Queen and The Duke of Edinburgh will attend a 
Service of Celebration on the morning of Monday 
19th November 2007, at Westminster Abbey, on the 
occasion of their Diamond Wedding Anniversary. 

 
This is the first ever royal diamond wedding 
anniversary. 
 

 
Lieutenant HRH Prince Philip of Greece and 

Denmark, 1946 
 

 
The royal couple 1947 
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This will be the central event of the celebrations 
across the Commonwealth on the anniversary of the 
royal wedding. The New Zealand events are intended 
to provide an opportunity for people in this country 
to express their appreciation for 60th years of a 
remarkable royal partnership. The following pages 
show some images of the royal wedding, and of the 
royal couple then and in later years. 

The royal family 1947 
 
 

Some photographs from later years: 

The royal family in the 1960s 
 

Trooping the Colour 2003 

The Queen meets members of the New Zealand 
Rugby League team (the All Golds) at a Tea given 
for the players by Her Majesty and The Duke of 

Edinburgh in the Bow Room at Buckingham Palace, 
16 October 2007 

 

 
Colonel-in-Chief, The Highlanders 

 
 
 

The Queen with  Judges of the International Court of 
Justice 
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The royal couple at Pangbourne College 

 

The Queen at the White House 2007 

 

The Queen with George Bush, President of the 
United of America 

Competition carriage riding 
 

The Chancellor of the University of Cambridge 
 
 

 
50th anniversary of World War Two, 2005 
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Visiting Cambridge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Queen’s 80th birthday 

 

The Chancellor of the University of Cambridge 
 

 
 
 
 

 
The Queen’s 80th birthday 
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Tiaras in the colonies  
 
I was a footman (steward) at Government House, 
working the Their Excellencies, the Governor-
General, Sir Denis Blundell and Lady Blundell, in 
the 1970s. In 1974 there was a royal visit to New 
Zealand, in connection with the Commonwealth 
Games, which were held in Christchurch.  
 
The 1974 royal tour holds the record for the largest 
gathering of royalty in New Zealand at any one time. 
As well as The Queen and Prince Philip, there was 
Prince Charles, Princess Anne and her husband 
Captain Mark Philips, and Lord Mountbatten. Up 
until 1917, when his father relinquished the family 
titles and assumed the surname of Mountbatten, Lord 
Mountbatten was known as Prince Louis Francis of 
Battenberg. His sister, Princess Alice of Battenberg, 
who married Prince Andrew of Greece, was the 
mother of Prince Philip the Duke of Edinburgh. 
When the royals arrived in Wellington with the royal 
and vice-regal families and their respective staff in 
residence at Government House, the house was full 
to overflowing; so much so that The Queen’s 
footman slept in what was the head chefs lounge, 
Princess Anne’s dresser slept in the housemaids 
sitting room, and the Governor-General’s son slept in 
the butlers valet (ironing) room.  
 
We footmen were not just employed to wait at table 
and serve drinks, we were also to do valet duties for 
the military aides de camp and male house guests. 
These duties included morning wake-up calls, 
washing, ironing, pressing, shoe cleaning etc. During 
this royal visit I was valet to one of the Governor-
General’s aides de camp and The Queen’s personal 
bodyguard, Chief Superintendent Michael Trestrail.  
 

One evening during this visit always sticks in my 
mind. That evening we staff served at a dinner party, 
which was followed by a reception. I recall that the 
dinner was rather unusual in that it was semi-formal. 
Rather than one long table, several small tables were 
set up in the main dining room. One royal sat at each 
table and at the end of each course the royals would 
change tables. This meant that the other invited 
guests got to dine with all the royals at close range.  
 
Prior to dinner being announced the butler delegated 
a footman to each royal. It was our job to serve their 
table, move them to the next table at the end of each 
course and ensure we changed the wine and water 
glasses and napkins. My royal that evening was 
Princess Anne.  
 
Following this dinner party there was a large 
reception held in the ballroom. I was to witness a 
grand occasion, when both the royal and vice-regal 
families gathered in the drawing room, prior to 
making their grand entrance into the ballroom 
reception. The men wore black tie, medals and 
decorations. The women wore long gowns, white 
gloves and tiaras. It was a magical sight to behold a 
glittering, happy occasion.  

Sir Denis Blundell 
 

Who would have thought then that five years down 
the track Lord Mountbatten would be assassinated by 
the IRA and eighteen years after this visit Princess 
Anne and Captain Mark Phillips were divorced.  
 
Prince Charles (the Prince of Wales) would return to 
Government House, later that year, as it was he who 
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represented The Queen and royal family a the State 
Funeral for Norman Kirk, the Prime Minister, who 
died on the 31st August 1974 whilst still in office. 
 
The Queen’s equerry in 1974 was Lieutenant-
Commander Kevin Frederick Wilson, RNZN, who 
was from Takapuna. He had been the New Zealand 
Liaison Officer on HMY Britannia for the royal tour 
of Fiji, Tonga and New Zealand in 1970. He joined 
the Royal Household at Buckingham Palace in 1973 
and was appointed Equerry in 1974. He later became 
Chief of Naval Staff. Many years later, when I was 
maitre d’hotel of the Grand Dining Room at the 
Wellesley Club, we did the farewell navy dinner for 
Rear-Admiral Kevin Frederick Wilson, CBE LVO. 
For that occasion our dining room became the 
wardroom of HMNZS Wakefield.  
 
Two former Governors-General of New Zealand also 
attended the Christchurch Commonwealth Games. 
They were Lord Ballantrae (formerly Sir Bernard 
Fergusson) and Lord Porritt (formerly Sir Arthur 
Porritt). 
 

Roger Fletcher-Neil 
 

 

Royal visits  
 
Princess Royal 1989 
 
HRH The Princess Anne, Princess Royal, was in 
New Zealand 28th February to 6th March 1989. The 
Princess arrived at Auckland from Sydney, at 10.25 
pm on a scheduled Air New Zealand flight, and 
travelled to Christchurch.  

 
The Princess was 
accompanied by Mrs 
Rowena Feilden (Lady in 
Waiting), and Lt-Col 
Peter Wyldbore Gibbs 
(Private Secretary). 
Support staff included 
Inspector Philip 
Robinson (Police 
Officer), Miss Linda 
Joyce (Dresser), and 
Miss Joanna Hockley 
(secretary). 

 
Her Royal Highness was met by the Governor-
General, the Right Reverend Sir Paul Reeves, and 

the Prime Minister, the Right Honourable David 
Lange.  
 
The Director of the Visit was John O’Sullivan, LVO, 
and the Deputy Director was Miss Genevieve Jordan, 
LVO.  

 
The visit was occupied by the usual range of 
activities, with the Princess concentrating upon her 
major charitable interests. 
 
Princess Anne left Auckland at 10.15 pm on 6th 
March, on an Air New Zealand flight to Los 
Angeles, after resting at the Regent Hotel.  

 

Contact details for provincial 
representatives 
 
Provincial Representative, Waikato: Professor Peter 
Spiller, tel: (07) 855-0565; e-mail: 
pspiller@waikato.ac.nz 
 
Provincial Representative, Thames-Coromandel: 
Merv Tilsley, 200b Baillie Street, THAMES 3500 
ph: (07) 868-7947 


